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, By JamesMcCartney . 

'Irjquirer Washirtjton Bureau y\\.y 

- VV ASHINGTON — ' Jhe Reagan 
administration declassified a.set of 
aircraft reconnaissance photographs 
yesterday in án efforr to document 
its contention that Nicaragua is in- 
•'volved in a massive military buildup 
supportéd byCuba. ;'&-■■• ■ ; 

The photographs, : taken : 'from | 
manned aircraft, showed barracks, ; 
airfields and trainmg facilities that, 
the administration said were ofj 
Cuban and Soviet design. ‘ • j 
Included were pictures of Soviet- 
, built tanks-m training areas, con-' 
f struction on airport runways appar-i 
! ently being extended to handle so- 1 
; phisticated Soviet MiG jet fighters 
, and elaborate training grounds. 

An intelligence analysu John 
Hughes, described by officials as the 
“premier photo interpreter. .in the 
U.S. intelligence- community/’ said 
the photographs had been taken in 
the last two years; since the Marxist- 
oriented Sandinista government took 
power. , * 

; Adm. Bobby Inman, deputy direc- 
tor of the QÄ, said the photographs { 
were being made public in response • 
to denials by a high-IeveL Nicaraguan j 
official that hiscountry wasengaged 
in a military buildup. U.S/offictäls 
repeatedly have made that assertion. 

Inman declined to answer quesf 
tions about how- the- photographs 
were taken or how often Nicaraguan í 
airspace has been violated by U.S. ! 
reconnaissanceplanes. ' ! 

He said hé was “angry** because the 1 
Nicaraguan official. Jaime VVheelock, ! 
^minister of ägriculture and a mem- ? 
; bér of Nicaragua’s ruling directorate, 
rhad gone imchallenged afterassert- 
ing over the weekend in New York 
that U.S^ accusations about the Níca-Í 
raguan ^butfdup^were^completelyJ 
false/V/ . . I 

Said I nma n: M He Iied.dí rectly. ,v 
VVhéelock, sent by his government 
to the United States to tell Nicara- 
gua’s story, said Secretary of Statei 
Alexander M. Haig Jr. had been tell-J 
mg “scandalous lies M about Nicara^ 
guan militarycapabilities iirorder to 
create U.S. public support for mili-, 
tary intervention in.CentraLAmert,] 
ca. ; " 


The case that officials were trying 
to make yesterday was a repetition, 
with photographic support, of the, 
one originally made by Haig in No- 
.vemben ■ — V 

y Hughessaid Nicaragua was becom- 
ing the strongest military power in’í 
Central ^America- and was creatfng 
“canabilities far in excess of any 


*v> ***** 1 


t^ing required for defensive purpos- 

Until the Sandinistas took power 
he said, Nicaraguan military forces 
numbered no more than 10,000 but 
now — counting both national police 
and regular military forces — the 
nuniber may run “up to 70,000 men ” 
About 25,000 to 30,000 of those, he 
said, would be regular military per- 
sonnel. - i : 

Wheelock had disputed siich fig- 
ures, saying over the weekend that 
the Nicaraguan army was about 14 - 
000. "not larger” than the force in- 
herited from theprevious regime of 
President AnastasiaSomoza. 

Hughes said 6,050 Cubans were in 
Nicaragua helping the govemment 
but a chart listing them by function 
indicated that more. than half were 
.teachers or medical pérsonnel. He 
also said that at least 50 to 70 Soviet 
advisers are in Nicaragua. 

. Inma n said that Nicaragua has 
become a threat to neighboring Cen- 
tral American countries and will 
become even more of a threát soon if j 
ít obtains Soviet-built MiG fighters. / 
Hé repéated a Haig assértion that ! 
50 Nicaraguans were beingtrained in 
Bulgaria to fly MiGs; and he said all 
mdicauons were that at least four 
_airfields in. Nicaragua. were being 
prepafed to handlesuch aircraft ^ 

M " When thöse MiGs arrivé,” he sáld 
.--“the Sandinistas will have.the.bie’ 
gest Air Force in Céntral America.” 

Inman said that the briefing would 
be the “first in a series,” indicating 
an administration campaign to ín- 
crease public support. for.its hard- 
Hne posture in Central America. 

The . administration • apparently 
plans, in the next few days, to pro- 
vide evidence of ÑicaraguatTsupport 
of guerrillasin E1 Salvador: , . 

The Associated Press cöntributedto 

this articlft . , . , 
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